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Pacific Northwest Energy News Milestone 
Clearing Up Marks 2,000th Issue

A journalist’s vision of a trusted regional energy news source reached a milestone in April.


Cyrus Noë wanted to share the story — including the legal and financial impact — of the 
Washington Public Power Supply System's ill-fated bid to build five nuclear power plants (only 
one was completed). Regional energy utilities needed clear, expertly researched information 
before making crucial decisions. 


Noë released the first issue of Clearing Up, NewsData’s greater Pacific Northwest energy news 
report, in May 1982. Initially the reports went to utility lawyers. Soon managers, directors      
and commission members signed up. By August, 88 utilities were receiving knowledgeable, 
objective, accurate reporting on energy matters every week.


“Cyrus often referred to our newsletters as ‘common frames of reference’ within the industry,” 
says NewsData Publisher/Editor-in-Chief Mark Ohrenschall. 


April 16, 2021, marks the 2,000th issue of Clearing Up. Thousands of subscribing energy 
professionals receive weekly reports on a host of industry-relevant developments. 


“Clearing Up has become an indispensable source of energy industry knowledge in the West 
because of the passion its writers and editors bring to becoming experts on all aspects of 
some of the toughest issues we face,” says Northwest Public Power Association Executive 
Director Scott Corwin. “They take a balanced approach and can make even the most technical 
issues understandable to decision-makers at all levels; that is truly a gift to the region.”


Clearing Up focuses on the details utility leaders need to make decisions in energy policy, 
resources and markets. NewsData’s journalists spend about 200 hours researching and writing 
each issue. Favorite staff headlines over the past 2,000 issues include:


●	 "California Dreaming on Marketing NW Surplus Power" (1982)

●	 "CBO: Bonneville Sale Would Bring in $15B to $20B" (1997)

●	 "Energy NW Rejects Idea to Resurrect WNP-1" (2002)

●	 "Volatility in Natural Gas Prices Likely To Be Short-Lived" (2002)

●	 "Northwest Grid Could Integrate 6000 MW of Wind; Questions Remain" (2007)

●	 "Could Northwest Energy Efficiency Be Facing Mid-Life Crisis?" (2010)


“Cyrus demanded context, depth and accuracy and encouraged his staff to dig into stories 
and look at them from multiple angles,” says Clearing Up Editor Steve Ernst. “He had strong 
opinions and was willing to defend them, but accurate reporting required reaching out to all 
voices in a debate — regardless of how wrong he thought they were.”
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Initially printed and mailed to subscribers, and later emailed as PDF issues, Clearing Up added 
online content in 2019. The move online includes the weekly news as well as archives of issues 
from recent years. Subscribers can search Clearing Up’s archives for insights into the region’s 
energy history and plans for the future.  


In Clearing Up and the other four newsletters NewsData produces, the team covers:

●	 State/federal regulation and legislation

●	 Bonneville Power Administration

●	 Investor-owned and public-power electric utilities

●	 Independent power producers

●	 Electric resource planning and development (including demand side)

●	 Wholesale power markets

●	 Natural gas utilities

●	 Supply and infrastructure


“Cyrus was dedicated to quality journalism that covered all the basics (accuracy, objectivity, 
relevance, timeliness, clear writing) but also provided deeper context, and thus greater 
understanding for readers,” says Ohrenschall. “We continue to strive, in every issue, to reach 
those goals.”


Noë led the company for 32 years, retiring in 2014. He passed away in 2017, but his legacy 
endures.


"To have this publication so dedicated to our industry with such diligent staff has helped lift the 
level of policy discourse and perhaps helped avoid other large missteps like those reported on 
in Clearing Up’s early days,” says Corwin. “Here’s to another 2,000 issues!”   


About NewsData 
A subsidiary of Pioneer Utility Resources, NewsData publishes four primary energy newsletters:


●	 Clearing Up, covering the greater Pacific Northwest.

●	 California Energy Markets, focused on California and the Southwest.

●	 Water Power West, covering water power issues, development and hydro relicensing in 

Western North America.

●	 NW Fishletter, which centers on the interplay of salmon and the Northwest hydroelectric 

system.


Other services include a weekly report on Western wholesale electricity and natural gas prices, 
a Northwest seasonal fish-tracking report; regional conferences; and an energy jobs portal. 
Preview three industry stories at NewsData.com and request a sample subscription. 
Subscribe for full access, including the ability to harness the powerful archives feature.


About Pioneer 
As a communications cooperative created in 1956 by electric cooperatives in the Pacific Northwest, 
Pioneer serves the needs of consumer-owned utilities across the country. In addition to magazine and 
strategic communications services, Pioneer and its service partner companies, ARC media, Efficiency 
Services Group, NewsData and WordSouth partner with more than 244 consumer-owned utilities in 33 
states to assist with full-service social media, content marketing, broadband marketing and website 
services along with energy efficiency, electric supplies and focused, independent coverage of Western 
energy markets. To learn more, visit PioneerUtilityResources.com.
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